Application No. 10/084,708 

Response to Restriction Requirement dated October 26, 2005 
Reply to Office Action of September 26, 2005 

REMARKS 

The Office Action sets forth a restriction to one of the following inventions as 
required under 35 U.S.C. §121: 

Group I: Claims 1-31 and 35-41 

Group II: Claims 32-34 

However, Claims 1-41 were canceled by a Preliminary Amendment filed 
concurrently with this application on February 21, 2002. A copy of that Preliminary 
Amendment is attached for convenience. The claims currently pending are claims 42-67. 
Applicants respectfully submits that no restriction requirement is properly applicable to 
currently pending claims 42-67. 

CONCLUSION 

In view of the foregoing remarks, this application is considered to be in condition 
for allowance, and an early reconsideration and a Notice of Allowance are earnestly 
solicited. 

If an extension of time is required to enable this document to be timely filed and 
there is no separate Petition for Extension of Time filed herewith, this document is to be 
construed as also constituting a Petition for Extension of Time Under 37 C.F.R. § 1.136(a) 
for a period of time sufficient to enable this document to be timely filed. Any other fee 
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required by this document, other than the issue fee, and not submitted herewith should be 
charged to Sidley Austin Brown & Wood LLP Deposit Account No. 18-1260. Any refund 
should be credited to the same account. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Registration No. 31,570 
Attorney for Applicant 

DAS/jkk 

Sidley Austin Brown & Wood llp 
717 N. Harwood, Suite 3400 
Dallas, Texas 75201 
Direct: (214) 981-3482 
Main: (214) 981-3300 
Facsimile: (214) 981-3400 
October 26, 2005 
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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 



Preliminary to the examination of the above- identified application, filed 
concurrently herewith, please amend this Application as follows: 
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IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please replace the previous version of the claims with the following clean 
version, wherein claims 1-41 have been cancelled and claims 42-67 have been added. 
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42. (New) An image processing apparatus comprising: 
an input device for inputting image data; 

an extractor for extracting additional data embedded in said image data input 
by the input device, said additional data including information in connection with a 
copyright of said inputted image data; and 

a transmitter for transmitting the thus extracted additional data to a 
management unit each time image data is input by the input device. 

43. (New) An image processing apparatus in accordance with claim 42, 
further comprising an additional data management section for generating new 
additional data and embedding said new additional data in said input image data from 
which additional data has already been extracted by said extractor. 

44. (New) An image processing apparatus in accordance with claim 43, 
further comprising an output unit for outputting said input image data after said new 
additional data has been embedded therein by said additional data management 
section. 

45. (New) An image processing apparatus in accordance with claim 44, 
further comprising a secret management section for selectively preventing the output 
of said input image data based on said extracted additional data. 

46. (New) An image processing method comprising steps of: 
inputting image data that includes additional data embedded therein; 
extracting the additional data embedded in the input image data, wherein said 

additional data includes information in connection with a copyright of the image data; 
and 

transmitting the thus extracted additional data to a management unit each time 
image data is inputted. 

47. (New) An image processing method in accordance with claim 46, 
further comprising a step of generating new additional data and embedding said new 
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additional data in said input image data from which additional data has already been 
extracted during said step of extracting. 

48. (New) An image processing method in accordance with claim 47, 
further comprising a step of outputting said input image data after said new additional 
data has been embedded therein. 

49. (New) An image processing method in accordance with claim 47, 
further comprising a step of selectively preventing an output of said input image data 
based on said extracted additional data. 

50. (New) An image processing apparatus comprising: 
an input device for inputting image data of a first document; 

an embedding device for embedding additional data into at least a portion of 
said image data of the first document; 

an output device for outputting a second document having an image similar in 
appearance to an image of the first document, wherein the image of the second 
document includes embedded additional data that is indiscernible to a human 
observer; and 

a transmitter for transmitting add?tional data embedded by the embedding 
device to a management unit each time image data is input by the input device. 

5 1 . (New) An image processing apparatus in accordance with claim 50, 
further comprising: 

an extractor for extracting additional data embedded in said image data input 
by the input device, and 

an additional data management section for generating new additional data 
based at least in part on the additional data extracted by the extractor, 

wherein the additional data embedded by the embedding device is the new 
additional data generated by the additional data management section. 

52. (New) An image processing apparatus in accordance with claim 50, 
further comprising: 
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a receiver for receiving additional data related to said image data input by the 
input device, and 

an additional data management section for generating new additional data 
based at least in part on the additional data received by the receiver, 

wherein the additional data embedded by the embedding device is the new 
additional data generated by the additional data management section. 

53. (New) An image processing method comprising steps of: 
inputting image data of a first document; 

embedding additional data into a portion of the image data of the first 
document; 

outputting a second document having an image similar in appearance to the 
image data of the first document, wherein the image of the second document includes 
the additional data and the additional data is indiscernible to a human observer; and 

transmitting embedded additional data to a management unit each time image 
data is input. 

54. (New) An image processing method in accordance with claim 53, 
further comprising steps of: 

extracting additional data embedded in said image data input during the step of 
inputting, and 

generating new additional data based at least in part on the additional data 
extracted during the step of extracting, 

wherein the additional data embedded during the step of embedding is the new 
additional data generated during the step of generating. 

55. (New) An image processing method in accordance with claim 53, 
further comprising steps of: 

receiving additional data related to said image data input by the input device, 

and 

generating new additional data based at least in part on the additional data 
received during the step of receiving, 
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wherein the additional data embedded during the step of embedding is the 
new additional data generated during the step of generating. 

56. (New) An additional data management apparatus connected to a 
plurality of image processing devices, said additional data management apparatus 
comprising: 

communication means for communicating with said plurality of image 
processing devices via a communication line to receive additional data that includes 
information that corresponds to a copyright of the image data; and 

a storage medium to store additional data received from said communication 

means. 

57. (New) An additional data management apparatus in accordance with 
claim 56, further comprising: 

a terminal for receiving an instruction for a total copy number; and 
a processor for controlling the storage medium to obtain the total copy number 
based on the additional data stored in the storage medium. 

58. (New) An additional data management apparatus in accordance with 
claim 56, further comprising: y 

a terminal for receiving an instruction for confirmation of a leakage path; and 
a processor for controlling the storage medium to generate the leakage path 
based on the additional data stored in the storage medium. 

59. (New) An additional data management method in an additional data 
management apparatus connected to a plurality of image processing devices via a 
communication line, said additional data management method comprising steps of: 

receiving additional data that includes information that corresponds to a 
copyright of image data supplied from the plurality of image processing devices; and 
storing received additional data in a storage medium. 

60. (New) An additional data management method in accordance with 
claim 59, further comprising steps of: 
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receiving an instruction for a total copy number; and 

controlling the storage medium to obtain the total copy number based on the 
additional data stored in the storage medium. 

61 . (New) An additional data management method in accordance with 
claim 59, further comprising steps of: 

receiving an instruction for confirmation of a leakage path; and 
controlling the storage medium to generate the leakage path based on the 
additional data stored in the storage medium. 

62. (New) An image processing apparatus comprising: 
an input device for inputting image data; 

an extractor for extracting additional data embedded in said input image data, 
said additional data including information corresponding to a copyright of said input 
image data; 

a decision device for determining whether said additional data extracted by the 
extractor is imperfect; and 

an initialization device for initializing additional data determined to be 
imperfect by the decision device. 

63. (New) An image processing apparatus in accordance with claim 62, 
wherein said additional data extracted by the extractor includes a plurality of sets of 
data, and wherein the decision device determines whether said additional data is 
imperfect based on a comparison of two or more of said sets of data. 

64. (New) An image processing apparatus in accordance with claim 62, 
wherein said additional data extracted by the extractor includes a plurality of sets of 
data each having corresponding blocks of data, and wherein the decision device 
determines whether said input image data is of a forged image based on a comparison 
of said blocks of data. 

65. (New) An image processing method comprising the steps of: 
inputting image data; 
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extracting additional data embedded in the thus inputted image data, said 
additional data including information corresponding to a copyright of the image data; 
determining whether the thus extracted additional data is imperfect; and 
initializing additional data thus determined to be imperfect. 

66. (New) An image processing method in accordance with claim 65, 
wherein said additional data extracted during the step of extracting includes a plurality 
of sets of data, and wherein the determination made during the step of determining 
whether said additional data is imperfect is based on a comparison of two or more of 
said sets of data. 

67. (New) An image processing method in accordance with claim 65, 
wherein said additional data extracted during the step of extracting includes a plurality 
of sets of data each having corresponding blocks of data, and wherein said method 
further comprises a step of determining whether said input image data is of a forged 
image based on a comparison of said blocks of data. 
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REMARKS 



The present preliminary amendment is being filed concurrently with the filing 
of a divisional application. 

Claims 1-41 have been cancelled. New claims 42-67 have been added. 

The filing fee for the divisional application was calculated based on the status 
of the claims after entry of this amendment. Accordingly, no additional fee based on 
the number or type of claims is incurred by this Amendment. 

Any fee required by this document other than the issue fee, and not submitted 
herewith should be charged to Sidley Austin Brown & Wood LLP's Deposit Account 
No. 18-1260. Any refund should be credited to the same account. 
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Sidley austin brown & wood llp 
717 N. Harwood, Suite 3400 
Dallas, Texas 75201 
Direct: (214)981-3461 
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February 21, 2002 



Respectfully submitted, 




Brian E. Harris ~ 1 
Registration No. 48,383 
Agent for Applicants 
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